MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, SC 29201

February 14th, 2017

Convene: 1:30 pm





      Adjourn: 2:15 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson: Mary Sonksen and Rosemary Roberson, via phone: and Peter Smith      

              - SKYPE  

Public Comment: None

Approval of January Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Financial Report:  Mr. Sims reported SCCB has spent 66.00% of our federal fiscal year budget.  IDLB will not be reported on the financial report, because we no longer receive that grant.  Individuals are referred to the SC Statewide Independent Living Council. 
Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Report from Commissioner: Mr. Kirby asked Mr. Walker to report on the Summer Teen Program.
Mr. Walker stated the Summer Teen Program is broken down into three distinct tracks and they are:

1. Independence Track starting June 5th through June 16th.  This will focus on younger teens who have never attended the Summer Teen Program.  Nancy Erwin will teach a class on computer skills.  These individuals will go on a tour of Boeing in Charleston.  Eight individuals are confirmed for this program and we would like to have twenty-five.

2. The NASA Program will be the second track.   This will take place June 19th through June 23rd.  We will have speakers from NASA and universities.  We have four individuals who have been confirmed.  We are targeting fifteen students.  

3. The Develop Work Skills track will focus on work skills for the students.  This track is for older students who have attended the Summer Teen Program and will begin July 10th through August 4th.   We have seven students now, but anticipate having twenty five.
On February 22nd a team from SCCB will be visiting Boeing for a preliminary discussion phase of how we can better partner.

Mr. Bible reported the Student Internship Program (SIP) deadline for application submission was February 1st.  There are eleven applicants and we are in the process of setting-up the selection committee.  The committee is composed of employment consultants, Mr. Bible, Mr. Walker and three Regional Directors and a VR counselor, Vanessa Cruell.  We can select up to twelve students who qualify.

Mr. Kirby said we have been contacted by the Senate Legislative Oversight Study Committee who will be reviewing our agency. The staff will come to the agency and meet with the Commissioner and Senior Managers then report to the Senators.

The Foundation for the SC Commission for the Blind was a success.  There were forty-four members who came to the breakfast.  This was the best turnout since we started the legislative breakfast.

Rhonda Thompson reported the Braille Challenge went well.  Mr. Randy Harrell, who is a member of the Foundation, was present.  Gift cards as door prizes were handed out and each student was given a bag of goodies.  There may be a student who could compete in the National Braille Challenge.  
We have entered into a contract with the Defender Group to provide security on campus starting at 5:00 pm on Monday and ending Friday at 5:00 pm.  There are cameras, additional lighting and an emergency procedure at the front desk.   

Committee Reports: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Public Comment: Mr. Bible stated this is the best Braille Challenge, ever.  Ms. Thompson has done an excellent job.
Mr. Kirby announced that Otis Stevenson, director of the BEP, will be retiring March 1st. 2017.  He did a great job and we wish him the very best.

Board Meeting: March 21st 

Adjourn:  Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 
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